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FOREWORD

_ ‘Social Process in Hawaii offers as its
central theme for this issue, ‘The Community.’ To
some degree, all twelve of the previous issues of
Social Process have been devoted to the same
theme, insofar as we have always attempted to
provide an understanding of the many interacting
forces operating in this ‘island community.’® The
concept of the community is interpreted somewhat
broadly in the present issue to coveér not only the
‘territorial aspects of ‘social life on the eight
islands of the Eawaiian group but also the rela-
tions of Pawaii as a whole with the rest of the
world. With the advent of faster plane service,
improved radio transmission, television, and a
host of other technological changes, including
finally, atomic energy, one can no longer think
exclusively in terms of his own local community.
More and more, the Tsland scene ‘is set on the
stage of a one world community.

Thus, a knowledge of other and wider communi-
ties will contribute greatly to the understanding
of the common sociological processes, which, al-

“though familiar to the social 'scientist, are often

overlooked by the layman. Perhaps this knowledge
will help us to have-a better understanding of how
our neighbors in other communities live and think.

‘No attempt has been made to present all the
various aspects of the local community. 7To do ‘so
would require many volumes and years of research.
Instead we have -suggested to our guest contribu-
tors that they focus attention upon the theme of
the community and we have attempted to select
articles from our ‘student contributors which de-

‘'scribe ‘some of the typical communities in Hawaii.

The economy of the Islands is primarily agricul-
tural, with the plantation as .its most comman type
of community organization. It is not assumed,
however, that the accounts of Hawaiian plantations

provided by student residents do full justice to




~cle, “Japanezse-fmericans on the

the many variations of plantation 1if
tor do the articles en indepeandent i
munities exhaust the possibilities o
tant community studies.

Br. }esseiy"Steiners visiting professor from
the University of Washington offex

a

remembered by the over
classes as a ‘student’s sociologizt.’
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-2}
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War

ers a penetrating and
¢ the problems encountered by
there. This article also presents some
ive ohservations comparing the local
e Mainland Japanese in their progress on
road to Quliurai.asgimiiation,

s eesident Gregg Sinclais of the Universit
d a2 one-world point of view i

in
address ¢o the student body upon his return

from a trip around the world. Hus speech was
ent ‘Conversat ions Around the World ' Be

cause of the timelin 5f his vemarks and obser-
2

v At i feel p iiegad in being able to
publi portions of his address, including
the '3 on Great ttain, which today is

undergoing extensive sccial change.

Mizs Const:
the Hawaii Housing ‘Authority,
rsing situation with good insight

cant probiems sncountered.

‘Housing: An Investment in Citlzenmship, ' of a
wealth of sociological data in the field of hous

ing in Honolulu.

Dr. Andrew W Lind presents.a picture of

3
‘the rural community, in his arficie, ‘Kona, Baven

of Peopies. ' He writes from a long acquaintance
with Fawaili ‘s coffee-growing community, includ-
ing a field trip last summer This arficie 1is

followed by several contributions by graduate and

Vi
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Undergraduate'studentSLin-sociology; Benjamin
Menor, Morris Pang, Louise Jessen, and others.

Their observations and reflections on the local

community cantribute to a better unde rstanding of
life in Hawaii.

These articles are intended, not 'so much as
an exhaustive analysis, but rather ~as a somewhat

broad introduction to the study of the Bawaiian

community. It is believed that the informative

~and interpretive statements provided here regard-
ing the major types of Bawaiian communities and

Hawaii®s relations to the wider world will help to
make more meaning ful the technical studies pro-
duced by professional 'sociologists.

We hope that the reader will be pleased by
the change in price and the type of printing.
RBecause of the heavy expenses of printing and the

1imited availability of student ‘labor, we have
‘decided to present a new format which utilizes:a

less expensive type of reproduction and thereby
keeps the project within student means.

In the years to come we hope to stabilize the
price. 'In any case;, Sdcial Process in Hawaii will
continue to draw on the .inexhaustible- storehouse
of sociological materials :found in HBawaii. To the
more ‘serious -student of sociology, may we suggest
that you put your name on our permanent mailing
list and start your collection of Social Process
in Hawaii now.

The ‘st aff of Social Process in Hawaii wishes
to thank those who have aided .in making this
year*s publication possible. It was only through
their efforts and untiring generosity that we- are
able to present this issue to you. We wish to
express our gratitude to the ‘Sociology Department,
University Extension Division, Miss Peggy Kainuma,
Eatherine Niles Lind, Beatrice Lum, and many
others who have graciously helped us .in cne way or
another. :

Wagiter Ing
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‘JAPANESE -AMERICANS ON THE MAINLAND
POST-WAR STATUS AND PROBLEMS*

‘Jesse F. Steiner

What is the post-war status of the Mainland

Nisei? To what extent have they recovered from

the disillusionment and frustration and feelings
of bitterness growing out of their evacuation from
the Pacific coast? Do the Americans of Japanese
ancestry suffer greater or less race discrimina-
tion than during pre-war years? .Is any signifi-
cant progress being made toward the goal of wider
economic opportunity?

Vhile these questions cannot now be answered
with complete finality, there is ample evidence
that the gloomy predictions made during early
months of the war concerning the future of the
Misei in America were unduly exaggerated. The
fear that their assimilation into American life
would be pushed far into the future has turned out
to be groundiess. 1In our appraisal of their war
experiences we now see that they included not
merely the ignominy of evacuation, but also their

‘acceptance of ‘it as an expression of their Ameri-

can loyalty. And when the public became aware of
their courage in battle on the European front and
their invaluable services in military intelligence

‘in the Pacific area, the tide of favorable public

opinion pushed into the background the wartime

‘suspicions and calumnies that were intensified by

the pre-war racial attitudes on the Pacific coast.
A review of the present situation of the Nisei,
three years after V-J day, makes it apparent that
their assimilation, slowed up by the war, is again
going forward much more satisfactorily than would
formerly have been thought possible.

#Data for this article were secured chiefly from the files of the
following Nisei newspapers: The Pacific Citizen and the JACL
Reporter, both published in Salt Lake City. and the Northwest
Times, published in Seatt




Cne of the significant changes brought about
by the war is the wider redistribution of the
Tapanese population thioughout the nation. In
1940, 95 per cent of the Japanese on the Mainland
werp'ixvxng in the Pacific and Mountain divisions.
Fven in this western area they were highly concen-
trated. Thr'ee-fourths of their total number re-
'sided in California and nearly two-thirds were in
ten counties of the three Pacific Coast states.
As a result of the crowding together of the Japa-
nese in more oy less segregated communities, the
Nisei remained largely under the influence of the
immigrant generation and had a minimum of oppor-
tunity for wider associations.

A beglnnlng in the wartim@ dlapefSlﬂﬂ of the
Nisei was made shortly after the attack on Pearl
Earbor when those attending college in the western
military zone were encouraged to transfer to
institutions in other parts of the country. As a
result of this movement which was continued after
the evacuation from the. P301flc coast, 5,500 Nisei
were distributed in small groups among more than
five hundred colleges and universities where
under the most favorable conditions, they had
opportunity fﬂ; soclal contacts with Caucasian
students. » ' o

During the course of the wa#, increasing

numbers of the Japanese, mostly MNisei, took ad-
vantage of the permission given them to leave the

Relocation Centers and find employment in the-

Middle West and Eastesn 'states. When the restric-
tions. against their return to the Pacific Coast
were removed in January, 1845, thirty-five thousand
had already settled in other areazs. There was,
however, neo immediate rush to go back to their
former homes, and at the time of the closing of

‘the FReloecation Centers in March, 1946, fifty-two

thousand or nearly half of all the evacuees were
apparently located satisfacterily in different

places far distant from the Pacific Coast.

Even before the end of the war, Chicago had
replaced Los Angeles as the chief population

center of the Japanese in America. The twenty
thousand or more who had located there during the
war found little difficulity in securing much
better jobs than they had been able to get pre-
viously in the West. But restrictive covenants
prevented them from securing homes in desirable
residential neighborhoods. Large numbers of the
‘Japanese crowded together on the lower south side
in a blighted housing area where they built up a
racial ghetto simifar to those that had previously
existed in West Coast cities. Dissatisfaction

‘with living conditions and the natural desire to

return to their former homes brought about a small
but continuing stream of migration to the Pacific

Coast. It is claimed, however, that their places

are being taken by earlier migrants who, discour-
aged by their difficulties in securing suitable
employment on the West Ceast, are returning to
Chicago where they plan to make their permanent
home. It was estimated that approximately eight-
een thousand Japanese resided in Chicago'in 1948.

‘Their successful business enterprises and their

opportunities for employment in different trades
and professions «in this Midwestern metropolis have
given them a ‘sense of economic ‘security which they

‘had never had in the West.

In other Middie West and Eastern cities the
Japanese have settled in fewer numbers and have
‘shown [ittle tendency toward residential segiegaﬁ
tion. Approximately six thousard are in the farge
cities on the eastern seaboard, two thousand of
whom are living in New York City» In consider-
ably 'smaller numbers they have established them-
‘selves in Cleveiand. Detvoit, St. Louis and other
Middle Western cities where those ‘who bave ac-
guired skills in varied economic fields have found
no difficulty in securing remunerative employment.
In Minneapolis and St. Paul, where there has -been
‘a notable lack of racial discrimination, there
were among the Nisei residents of those cities in
1948 an Episcopalian minister, a physician on the
faculty of the University of Minnesota Medical
‘School, a chemistry instructor in.the ‘same uni-
versity, a professor at St. Thomas College, and a

(3)




'S“tt iements of Japane

ness establishments

superintepdont of nurses Jn a. aLernlty hospital.
In addition, other leex held pO)ltlon” as maedical
technicians, newspaper artists, school teachers,
dentists, ‘symphony orchestra members, and arc
+e;tq SRR o -

.)..a

West of the Mississippi River aznd especially
in the Mountain states, agriculture has provided
an increasing economac opportunity for Japanese

gettlers. Utah's Japanese population comprises
about 4,500, the majority of whom are at work on
farms., In the ‘South Platte river valley in Colo-

rado th&?@ is a pﬁoopeioua'set i ement. of Japanese
{

farmers who own and operate large grain, dadry,
and cattie ranches. The more successful have
built comfortabi ‘h ﬁtSz'S@Qt their children to
college, and ace ted socially by iheir white

neighbors. In,w d ly separated
ﬂréat

places in the
Plains and in the Rocky Mountains are small
ese fammers

during the war and succ
selves in agriculture.

eeded in cstablishing them-

The return movement of the widely dispersed
Japanese to the Pacific Ceast went forward with
ihcreasing momentum in the months following the
end of the war in spitte of the fact that they were
returning to localities where their welcome was
not assured.
independent farmers or proprietors of small busi-
were compelled to make a2 new
start as farm workers or unskilled laborers. TFe-
strictive covenants hampered their choice of
residential neighborhoods and made inevitable the
revival of the old pattesn of raclal segregation.
Under these circumstances theiy own racial organi-
zations took.on new life, and the Japanese com-

‘munity tended to be isoclated from the wider life

of the town or city as was the case before the war.

Los Angeles, during the past two or thre
years, has again become the city of largest con-
centration of Japanesse population on the Pacific
Coast. Gradually, the Japanese merchants have
been getting back their former property on Front

(4)

vho migvated there

Thousands who had formerly been

‘restaurants.

street but they now share ‘that run down business
district with Negroes and other races:and nation-
alities. The Little Tokyo that .is being reestab-

lished :is much more cosmopolitan than it was  in
pre-war years. Only a small beginning has been
made by the Japanese .in 'setting themselve's up
again in the flower-growing .industry and in their
operation of retail and wholesale flower markets .

A notable change in the pre-war pattern of em-
ployment is the demand for Misei girls as 'stenc-
graphers and office workers. Young MNisei men also

.are finding new opportunities for employment in
.industrial concerns.

- The four.or five thousand Japanese who have
returned to ‘San Francisco found their pre-war
homes -in that city largely occupied by MNegroes.
Their foothold in business was lost and they were
compelled to make a new start by securing jobs as
g ardeners or as minor employees ‘in hotels and
As a result of the evacuation they
are at the bottom of the occupational ladder with
the prospect of years of struggle to regain their
former economic position. ’

Tn the field of agriculture, which-prior to
the war provided a living for nearly two thirds of
the West Coast Japanese, the returning evacuees
have made comparatively little headway either in
California or ‘in the Pacific Morthwest. Not more
than one fourth of former Japanese farmers have
resumed operation of farms in the evacuated areas.
The Imperial and the ‘San Joaquin Valleys :in Cali-
fornia were especially hostile to the return of
the Japanese. Santa Clara Valley offered the
least resistance and has become the scene of the
greatest Japanese activity among those trying to
reestablish themselves in agriculture. Relatively
few Japanese farmers have been #le to return to
the fertile valleys in the Puget '‘Sound region
where they formerly owned and operated prosperous
farms.

In the cities of the Pacific Northwest, the
returning evacuees seem to face difficulties 'some-
what similar to those in California. Three years
after the close of the war more than five thousand

(5)




“hospitals.

persons of Japanese ancestry had settied in
Seattle, about three-fourths as many as had re-
sided there in 1940. The majority found homes in
the "same distvicts where they had formerly lived,
and many of the business locations that had been
taken over by Negroes gradually came again into
the possession of the Japanese. Their housing
problem was partially solved by the initiastive of
the well-to-do Japanese who Icased hotels and

‘apartment houses and then sub-iet rooms and- apart

ments to others of their own race.

For the most part the returning Japanese have
found that their economic position has worsened.
Before the war more than one-third gained their
living as proprictors of independent business
enterprises whereas in this posi-war period only
one fifth occupy this status. They have to a large
extent lost out as operators of vegetable and
fruit mavkets which formerly were widely distrib-
uted throughout, the city. A study made in 1948 by
the Institute of Labor Economics of the University
of Washington showed that Japanese wage earners
along with other racial minovity groups still face

‘seirious handicaps when they seek employment as

skilled or semi-skilled workers. Those employed
by Caucasian firms are most frequently given jobs
as porters, chambevmaids. busboys, dishwashers

and similar positions in hotels. vestaurants, and
Only a smali beginning has been made
in securing employment in large industsial firms

Civil service positions have become a major outlet
for Nisei girls with stenocgraphic and office
tvaining. The Nisei are frequently denied member-
ship in labor ovrganizations, and employers tend to
refuse their applications for jobs on the ground
that other employees would object.

_ On the other hand. it should be added that
professionally trained Nisei have been cordiaily
welcomed as employees at the University of Wash-
ington ‘where they hold academic positions in
various fields. TFour Nisei are faculty members in
the ‘Far Eastern department, three Nisei in the

o
N
Seer?

nificance.

‘Sociology department, one in the Art department,
‘and one in the department of Mathematics. Re-
search fellowships ‘are held by one Hisei in

Electrical Engineering and by another in Biology,

.while teaching fellowships have been granted to

. two Nisei in Geography and Pharmacy. About 225
Nisei are studying at this University, about one
hundred and fifty less than before the war. In

striking contrast to their success in winning
faculty appointments at the University, -the doess
of employment of Nisei teachers in the public

‘school system of the city have barely begun to

open.

In this review of the redistribution of the
Japanese on the Mainland since the end of the war,
it is-apparent that the old pattern of residential
segregation in urban -communities is again being
widely followed especially in West Coast cities.
One reason why this tendency has been almost in-
evitable is the existence of restrictive covenants

which have become much more widely extended than

in former years. Many post-war housing develop-
ments and some of the smaller California .cities
make full use of restrictive covenants to exclude
all Oriental residents.” In the larger cities on

.the Pacific Coast non-whites are not permitted to
‘reside in many of the more desirable residential

areas.

In view of this widespread effort to place
restrictions upon the place of residence of people
of Oriental ancestry, the decision of the Supreme
Court in May, 1948 that restrictive covenants are
not enforceable by civil suits is of great sig-
While this decision does not abolish
such covenants, their effectiveness has been
greatly impaired; ‘and the first step has been

‘taken toward the removal of racial barriers from

the field of housing.  Since the urban Japanese
long before the war had tended to leave the Ori-
ental quarter and seek residence in more desirable
neighborhoods :in so far as their economic re-
sources ‘and public opinion permitted, :there is




good reason to assume that when devices to enforce
residential segregation becoms ineffective, the
Japanese will be among the first to abandon their
racial ghettos.

In geneval, the post-war pattern of racial
segregation in Pacific Coast cities is bringing
about a reestablishment of institutions that cater
primarily to th needs of the Japanese communities
In Seattle the Forithwest Times. an English lan
guage newspaper, hes taken the pLace of the Japa-
nese Courier nubilsued by the sel before the war.
Japanese language schools are aiready in operat:
in gome of the larger cities. Japanese stores.
shops, and service establishments are flouris
ing th ough the patronage of their own people

Fal

e
Christian chucches and Buddhist temples that were
formerly supported by the Japanese communities
have again become active Nisei. tvained for the

fegsions of jaw, medicine, dentistry. and other
ids. find their best copportunity of success in
segregated Japanese districts.

T

But while the factors and forces that are

i e agssimilation of the Japanese on the
f t are too great to be easily overcome,

t must not be overlooked that organized opposi-

; : sy vigulent Lhan in the past. The
Immigration Committee, whick in
19 £2 urged the depo bbxlon,of a.i japanese~ﬁmeficans
and the barring Gf all Japanese from America
in the future

of 1ts former influence. The BMmerican Legion 1in
at least many of its California chaptesrs has
repudiated its former anti- Japanese policy. The

American Federation of Labor in the past was en-

‘tirely a white man’s organization and -some of its

California locals are still coperating on that
basis; but their recent repudiation of the program
of the Joint Immigration Committee indicates that
much of the Criental prejudice in labor groups is
declining.

The Native Sons of the Golden West, once a
power ‘1n California politics, has for many years

is still active but has lost much

stood for white supremacy and has made political

capital out of ‘the iszue of the so-calied Yellow
Peril. - While this organization sti1lil retains its
racial bias its advocacy of anti-Japanese policies
no.longer meets with wide response. The action of
the- San Francisco and Los Angeles Boards of Super-
visors 'in passing resolutions in support of the
bill granting the right of naturalization to alien

"Japanese indicates that the Native Sons of the

Golden West have lost much of their political
influence. The changing attitude of California
public officials appears in the following state-
ment made at the burial of the Nisei war dead at
Los Angeles in May. 1948 by Mayor Bowron of that

‘city, who had demanded mass evacuation of the

Japanese in 1942 as a security measure: ‘The
integrity of those of Japanese blood born in this
country has been definitely ard compiletely estab-
lished for all time. In Los Angeles the question
will never again be raised. Their position is
‘secure. They are our neighbors, our fellow
citizens. '

One of ‘the worst blows to the 'status of the
Mainland Nisei was the decision to include them

‘with their alien parvents in the evacuation of the

Japanese from the Pacific Coast. This violation
of their rights as American citizens was a bitter
humiliation., but their evacuation was carrvied out
as planned, 'thus placing all under suspicion of

‘disloyalty to the country of their birth. After

the Supreme Court s ruling in 1944 that those

‘Nisei whose loyalty was unquestionéed could not be

detained.:in the Relocation Centers. Congiess
passed ‘a law authorizing voluntary remunciation of
citizenship so that the renunciants could then be
interned as-enemy aliens. When the opportunity to
'sign American Loyalty affidavits was given to
residents of ‘the Tule Lake Segregation Center, to
which large numbers of the pro-Japanese evacuees
had been removed, more than five thousand Nisei
renounced their Amerlcan citizenship. After V-J
day. in 1945, about one thousand were voluntarlly
repatriated with their parents to Japan.
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