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Social Frontiers, East-West:
An Introduction to the Articles

Bernbhard L. Hormann

Frountiers and Barriers in the Modern World

For purposes of our discussion, a social frontier exists when there is
confrontation, interaction, and communication across physical, temporal, social,
and psychological barriers which have served to compartmentalize people,
and to rigidify their perspectives. The confrontation challenges and changes
these perspectives. In the modern world immovable bartiers on all sides seem
to be giving way to dynamic frontiers, yet frontiers may ever again rigidify
into new barriers. To illustrate the frontier-making process we may refer to
Hawaii. ’

Up to 185 years ago the Hawaiians were separated from the rest of the
wotld by 2,000 miles of ocean in such a way that they were unknown to the
wider world; and except through myths, they, too, were unaware of the wider
world around them,

But from the time of its discovery Hawaii has been a frontier, increasingly
even a congeries of frontiers. As the native Hawaiians confronted foreigners
who brought to them the forces of the wider world, their traditional way of
life disintegrated. Through the educational and evangelistic work of missionaries,
they became a part of world civilization, to which they are now more or less
fully assimilated. When a variety of immigrant groups came in, pioneer
enterprisers and contract laborers, and sugar plantation agriculture developed
and made possible intensified and continued world trade, the inevitable social
barriers making for separate ethnic compartments, were breached by encounters:
sexual, employer-labor, ethnic group vs. ethnic group, one religious group vs.
another, rural and utban, working class against managerial class, immigrant
generation against nise/ and sansei generation, tradition-directed people against
other-directed people, and local people vs. people on the outside—and so the
bartiers gave way to a multiplicity of social frontiers.

In the world of today, and certainly in the Pacific basin, similar barriers
are being breached and social frontiers are increasingly characteristic. These
world-wide frontiers are also of great variety, with problems of race relations;
of international relations—complicated by a mushrooming of emergent and
new nations; of “East-West” relations across iron and bamboo curtains and
Berlin walls; of people of Little Traditions—the folk and peasant peoples, vs.
people of Great Traditions—the cosmopolitan peoples of the great world
civilizations “East and West”; of people still living in their world of magical
forces and sacred values vs. the emancipated, uprooted, and disenchanted.
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The bpposit’é'préébss?»is'éjiﬁlbdli:zéd in the isolation by-barbed wire fence
and wall of West Berlin from its other half and' from its natural hinterlgnd,
making it an “island.” This man-made island contras\ts»with’ Hawaii's island

character, which has steadily declined in importance.

Research into Social Frontiers

To analyze these dynamic social frontiers the concgptuval tools which have
been developed in research focused on traditional more stable societies are not
adequate. The predictions that can be made about the behavior of people who
have common definitions, that is, a culture, break down when those people
are in circumstances where their.own definitions obviously don’t apply. Among
the less applicable concepts for the analysis of dynamic frontiets are folkways
and mores, institutions, norms, roles, status, social structure, ethnocentrism,
culture—in the sense of cultural anthropology. Among the mote useful concepts
are social unrest, the crowd, the public and public opinion formation, interest
and pressure groups, powet and decision-making, the mass, fad and fashion,
cult and sect, social movement, reform and tevolution, innovation, bureaucracy
and. complex organizations, the natural small group of the primary group,
symbolic interaction, the development of self, the marginal man, social type,
the process of negotiation, social;disorganization, anomie, ptejudice, cqmpetition,
conflict, accommodation, assimilation, acculturation, community development,
social change. :

These ‘‘sensitizing concepts,” to use Blumer's term, become the subject of
empirical research. By observation upon observation they can be clarified,
come discarded, others added. "They thus become ever better tools for the
realistic analysis of the ever new situations and occurrences ofn frontiers. The
experienced researcher can by systematic inductive research work himself into
a variety of empirical situations, learning quickly what is of significance in them.

By what kinds “of empirical observations and tests, it may be asked, can
these concepts for the analysis of social frontiers be clarified?

Demographic research: First, research may be done upon demographic
socio-economic data. These data are acquired either from regular censuses taken
in the geographic areas upon which research is being: concentrated of by special
sampling studies. Unfortunately census data are often unavailable in frontier
areas and the accumulation of data by procedures of scientific sampling is
cartied through only in the face of great methodological obstacles. Among
these obstacles is the difficulty of obtaining linguistic and social entree in mixed
areas. Durther, it must be remembered that in order to use the data“for an
understanding of the frontier situation, they must differentiate among the
population elements which are in confrontation. In Hawaii past censuses
differentiated among the dominant ethnic groups. However, because of Hawaii’s

becoming a state in 1959, the 1960 census differentiated only in its detailed
data according to the categories in use on the U.S. mainland, white and
ponwhite. The lack, which " especially run-off data will rectify, has up to now
seriously hampered the continued comparisons made carlier, by which it has;
for instance, been possible to measure the social disorganization and rates of

assimilation of the various groups forming polyethnic Hawaii.
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. A further obstacle in data collection .is that certain social facts, easily
obtaifxable in stable and homogeneous cotrigh(initi,es',}'a,f‘e\ ‘not countable on
frontiers because people are in transition, marginal, “ambivalent. In Hawaii,
for instance, where the frontier between Buddhism and’ Chtfstianit); is fluid
people are not decided in their own minds as to how to identify thémselve;
religiously.

‘However, to the extent that data are available they can be analyzed. into
trends and rates. The trends which prevail over a period of time make possible
short-term and always tentative predictions. The rates of the various component
groups can be compared with one another and with rates available from other
areas. For instance, the suicide and divorce rates of the Japanese of Hawaii
can be compared with the rates of Hawaii’s other ethnic groups and with rates
in the United States and in Japan. Such observed differences and changes in
trends raise important questions for intensive field research, »

Field research: Case studies form the second kind of research called for
on social frontiers. Through extensive interviews, by carefully prepared schedules
‘?nd by intensive interviews in greater depth of representative and key persons
mvolved in a frontier confrontation, people in a social movement, for instance
ot people in a community facing a disaster or debating an important sociai
issue, an understanding can be obtained of how these dynamic situations are
shaping up, how perspectives are being modified. Such field research can be
further enriched through historical research.

By a judicious combination of statistical analysis with case studies the social
researcher can set up for himself something approaching a 1aboratory situation
or perhaps it would be better to use the analogy to an astronomical or
volcanological observatory. At any rate these natural experiments which occur
frequently on frontiers and under particularly favorable conditions for systematic
st.udy are the social researcher’s opportunity, and compensate for bis ethical
difficulty of imposing experiments upon fellow human beings. |

Contextual studies: In the third place, the social researcher engages in
what may be called contextual research. When a field anthropologist studies 2
primitive community, the context in’ terms of which he explains the various
forms of behavior he observes is the “culture” of the people. But on a frontier
we may be dealing with several cultures, some of which may be decaying, and
with an emerging culture being produced ‘out of the process of accultur:,ition
The problem is more complex, more difficult. .

One context which seems to be applicable to most frontier situations in the
modern world is that of emerging world civilization. It is the perspective
common  to cosmopolitan people in modern world society. Some sort of
ecumenical perspective is inherent and implicit in all great world civilizations
and world religions, which by implication are always universal, for all mankind
The meplbers of the great historic professions, including the social xesearcher'
have this perspective in their dedication to the welfare of all men and to thé
relentless quest to improve their practices and knowledge. At their best, the
professions transcend local cultural differences, class barriers, racial bar;iers
It is a cliché to repeat that science is international. In the creative arts today——.
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music, painting, architecture, literature, drama—artists are attempting to use
creatively all the great traditions and thus in a sense to promote a world-wide
process of merging them. On a small scale, these developments can be seen right
here in Hawaii, where architects, for instance, are designing homes, which in
the most successful examples blend harmoniously traditional Western European
and traditional Sino-Asian elements with very “modern,” “functional” principles,
as well as with the Hawaiian tropical note of bringing in the out-of-doors.

Politically the world now functions as one. Its wars are world wars and
its international relations are primarily concerned with the prevention of such
wars and the containment of minot military operations, such as the “Korean
war” of a little over a decade ago. Economically, world trade and the trade of
world regions are increasingly across former . national barriers, although the
Iron and Bamboo curtains show that trade barriers can always develop anew.
There are also social movements such as Communism and nationalism, which
cut across traditional barriers. There seems indeed to be a single but highly
multinanimous wotld society and civilization in the making.

One role of the mass media of communication seems to be to help create
this world context for the pre-industrial peasants now losing their purely local
perspectives and acquiring a new kind of empathy, in some such way as Daniel
Lerner described for the peoples of the Middle East in his Passing of Traditional
Society. 'The mass media are also a constant bridge, not always happily
effective, in the interpretation to the other-directed people of the mass society

of what the creative elite are doing in the sciences and the arts.

The expression, the human condition, now much in vogue, suggests another
formula which cuts across all barriers. Implicit in all social situations, including
those of the frontier, is the basic human situation. Plus ca change, plus c'est la
méme chose. “La méme chose” is primary human natufe, in Cooley’s sense,
and the changes and variations are expressions of this basic human nature. In
Riezler's approach we look ever anew for the basic human condition in which
there are implicit as possibilities the various human ‘‘passions,” which form,
as Riezler attempted to demonstrate, the immutable context or fabric within
which mutable expressions of human behavior occur. By these passions Riezler
meant pride and humility, care and carefreeness, shame and awe, happiness and
misery, fear and hope, envy and pity, love and hate, patience and impatience.
His point was that they are always co-present as possibilities, in a sense implying
each other—in cach pair—and one another. He further pointed to the pronouns
found in all languages as also implying one another and thus pointing to the
fact that the persons in a social situation are mutually involved. Similarly, the
present moment always implies—for human beings—the past and the future.
Riezler goes beyond Cooley’s primary group in his concept of the social context,
which ultimately includes the individual and his “world.” This approach, by
no means fully developed and systematized, nevertheless seems to suggest the
right questions for studying in some coherent unified way all varieties of social
situations, including those of the frontier, for as Park was wont to point out,
persons of different backgrounds when they confront ope another do so as
human beings and a flowing back and forth of human claims is set off. With
different perspectives, they may have little or nothing to do with one another,

8

but on the border the human context which can unite them is at the same time
an ever-present possibility, 2 frequent occurrence. :

A recent contribution to this approach is Erwin Goffman’s The Presentation
of Se%f in Everyday Life, in which the author moves through all kinds of social
situations in many parts of the world to describe how individuals modify their
§ond.uct as they recognize themselves “‘on stage” or in “front regions,” that is,
in view of a public not of the inner circle. When, on the other hand, they are

back stage” or in “back regions” they “present” themselves differently to
their inner circle.

The social researcher in Hawaii is presented a gratuitous methodological
advantage in his contextual analysis. Geographic insularity places Hawaii, so to
speak, on a confined stage on which its characters of diverse backgrounds may
be 'observed. It is the nature of islands to delimit and set into bold relief the
social context which contains and to some extent explains the people living on
them. Here is a context in between that represented by the wide world and
that of the immediate and transitory situation and the primary group of local
community. In Hawaii this geographic characteristic is not only an immediate
a@vantage to the social researcher. It is also a force making for more frequent
W1de§pread, and enmeshed relations among the people of the different ethnicz
religious, generational, and other compartments. Because of the relatively small
population the frequency with which persons of diverse backgrounds recognize
one .another in a human context is greatly increased. The processes whereby
bgrners are broken, frontiers emerge, and ultimately an integration of the
disparate groups of men takes place are telescoped. The very islands suggest
to the people on them that in that context they are part of a whole. Ambiguously
and ambivalently they recognize one another as forming a “we.” In this rapid
emergence of 2 new whole in a community as heterogeneous as Hawalii lies the
peculiar fascination for the researcher, who sees in Hawaii a sort of laboratory

or demonstration-research project in which are articulated possibilities for the
world at large. '

‘ The social vesearcher and bis context: Far from being able to keep himself
ob]ef:tively apart from the field situations he studies, the social researcher is
coming to a recognition that almost inevitably he is a part of the context. When
the modern researcher enters a small community there is created a new frontier.
The observations he makes and the questions he asks start new interactions
and in the very occurrence of these they already are part of the context.
Ultimately too the report of his research gets back to the people studied—and
of course to others like them—and if the findings are true or even when they
are.false become a part of the context within which those people then behave.
So in Hawaii Michener’s novel Hawaii, which certainly used the product of much
professional research, and Fuchs’ research report Hawaii Pono, have affected
perspectives and behavior of people in Hawaii, even when they have aroused
the ire of the people.

.Recognizing the inevitability of his contextual involvement, the modern
soc'1al _ researcher, who in the recent era of his “scientific neutrality and
objectivity”” eschewed applied anthropology and applied sociology, now finds
a new possibility of “participant intervention” for him and is able to justify
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his engaging in a new kind of social experimffntation. Because he acce.pts fbotill
the people in the situation being studied and. himself—attempting to do researc
in terms of the highest standards of scientific excellence—as part of the same
context, the ethical danger of imposing experiments’ upon his gnsus}:ectmg
subjects becomes academic. The medical researcher does not exPerlment upon
human beings. It is absurd for the social researcher to even th}nk that he can
“experiment” upon human beings. But he can experxment‘wzt/a t}}ern. SL.1ch
experiments have been variously referred to as demonstration projects, p}lOt
projects, action-tesearch, planning and research, patticipant intervention,
community analysis and development. ‘ .

One of the most dramatic recent illustrations of experimentation and research
on the part of all the people involved in the context is the work .of the Co'rnell
anthropologist, Allan R. Holmberg, and hi's Peruvxax'l and American aSSOC1a§S’
working among the Quechua-speaking Indians of Vicos, Peru. H¢ argues t iitt
in community development the social researcher can play much the same role
that a psychoanalyst plays in helping a patient achlfve enough self-i‘nhgl}tenmen;
so that the patient can change his own behavior. “It seemsuto me,” he is ql;ot;
as saying in the Satwrday Review of November 3, 19§2, that the role o ‘t Ie1
patticipant interventionist in the process _of community development 1sdmu§'
the same. His job is to assist the community to develop itself, a.nd to study this
process while it is taking place. He cannot ‘cure’ the c?m@unlty’,as a surgeoln
cures a patient; the community must perform t'he operation 1Fself. As a resxi1 t
these peasants are in process of buying their own laqd from profits made
through more effective agricultural and marketing practices. .

In another part of Latin America Robert Redﬁelq returned in 1948 to.a
Yucatecan village he had studied seventeen years earlier, and after restudying
it, wrote A Village That Chose Progress. o
K WIrn an urban gcr:ornmunity develo;rnent program in D.elhi by the University of
Wisconsin sociologist, Marshall B. Clinard, and the Indian cornr_numty organizer,
B. Chatterjee, the approach was to have the People define their own problerr(xls,
to help them make these definitions realistic enough so that they could do
something about them, and again through reports suc'h as .thel'rs to keep a
systematic account which becomes part of the cumulative scientific literature.

Professio:ml Sociology on Hawaii's Frontsers

The first professional sociologists arrived at the University of Hawaii in
the 1920’s, Romanzo Adams in 1920, Andrew Lind in 1927, Clarence Glick
in 1929, and Robert E. Park on a visiting basis at the end of thaF decade and
in the early thirties. Realizing that Hawaii's isolation would effectwel.y hampeg
any continuous research elsewhere, the research-r‘nm.ded Adams 1m‘med1ately an
enthusiastically launched the studies which indicated that this communtty
offered a research mine of many veins. ‘ . '

The wide range of Adams’ studies cover(?d demqgraphy, 1.r1dus.tr1al re!atlgns,
race relations (with special interest in interracial marriage), social disorganization.
His research work was thus many-faceted, and this was I.Jecat}se he saw at least
intuitively that in Hawaii no problem could be studied in isolation f}'om
the other problems; research problems were interrelated. He also recognized
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the ‘wider implications of research in Hawaii, and thus participated in and
contributed research findings to the first two conferences of the Institute of
Pacific Relations in Honolulu in the 1920’s, which attracted outstanding scholars
from all the Pacific countries, and subsequently attended conferences in some
of these countries. It was he who wanted the guidance of one of America's
outstanding research sociologists of that time, Robert E. Park, in order to relate
research in Hawaii to research elsewhere.

The associates who then came continued Adams’ enthusiasm for varied fields
of research and Adams’ concern for the wider implications of research work
done in Hawaii. The ecological studies of Lind thus tied in with the ecological
researches which Park and his students were doing in Chicago. The plantation
of Hawaii was studied by Edgar Thompson because it could be significantly
compared with Southern, Latin American, Malayan plantations, and with
European latifundia. Research was done on Hawaii's marginal man, a concept
proposed by Park, but The Marginal Man by Everett Stonequist, which resulted
after a period of research and teaching in Hawaii, dealt with this type in other
places and times as well.

The depopulation and return of the Hawaiian people, their disorganization
and assimilation, have been compared with what happened to other Polynesians,
American Indians, and other non-Western peoples in contact with Western
civilization. The growth of immigrant institutions and communities and their
subsequent disorganization and the assimilation of the descendants have not
only been studied comparatively within Hawaii but compared with the “race
relations cycle” on the U.S. mainland and elsewhere, and Hawaii has been
assigned a place on the “continuum” of race relations in the Pacific. Glick
conceived of his study of the Chinese of Hawaii as clarifying a general
world-wide process of kinship giving way to nationalism. The differential
responses of Hawaii’s and the U.S. mainland’s Japanese to World War II have
been the subject of research, and Morton Grodzins, without ever coming to

Hawaii, demonstrated how the comparison clarified the concepts of loyalty

and disloyalty.

The marginal languages that grow up on cultural frontiers—pidgin, creole,
dialect—have been studied intensively in Hawaii, and the processes of their
development and their sociological implications compared with linguistic
phenomena on other frontiers. -

Adams’ interest in interracial marriage, to which has been added an interest
in interracial divorce, has been pursued by C. K. Cheng, Douglas Yamamura,
Lind, Yukiko Kimura, Robert C. Schmitt, and others, and it is recognized that
in Hawaii the availability of demographic data and of pertinent case materials
is better than in mest interracial areas. Such studies are clarifying among other
things the role of cultural similarity as against situational factors in marital
adjustment of couples coming from different backgrounds.

How politics is affected by racial, ethnic, and other social factors has been
studied in Hawaii by Lind, Yamamoto, Digman, Horwitz, Schmitt, and others,
with the comparative value of such studies implied. Digman recognizes, for
instance, that Hawaii’s experience is comparable with, although also different
from, that of large Northern cities where the vote of European immigrant
groups has entered into the dynamics of elections.
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Regarding racial segregation in schools, Hawaii's experience has been
compared with that in other interracial communities and been characterized
as having permitted partially segregated private schools, which in turn made
it possible for the nonsegregated public schools to concentrate on the education
of Hawaiian and immigrant children until they reached a point where the public
schools could develop their curticulum and standards to meet the educational
needs of Mainland-derived children too, and where the private schools could
open wider their doors for all who could meet their standards regardless of race.
Such a development, which happened in an unplanned way and was aided by
the existence in Hawaii of a single unified public school system, suggests at
least possibilities in the problem of school integration, North and South, such
as incorporating the suburbs of big Northern cities into the school districts of
the central city, so that schools can be more quickly equalized and allowing an
integrative role for experimental private schools where standards, not race,
determine entrance.

In fegard to social disorganization, a study of juvenile delinquency is now
being done under Douglas Yamamura and Irving Krauss which is part of a
comparative study involving several American universities and different
communities. Studies of mental illness—comparisons of incidence by Kiyoshi
Tkeda and studies of contrasts in the symptoms of patients whose diagnosis is
for the same form of schizophrenia and who belong to two different ethnic
groups by Enright and Jaeckle—indicate the potential value for the understanding
of mental illness elsewhere through systematic studies in Hawaii.

A number of other varied problems which attract the sociological researcher
in Hawaii may be mentioned: military sociology, with emphasis on the
community of military dependents and on military-civilian relations; disaster
research, capitalizing on tidal waves, volcanic eruptions, the attack on Pearl
Harbor, major strikes, dramatic crimes; the sociology of tourism, including
problems of visitor satisfaction, tourism as a major leisure-time activity in the
modern world, the relations between tourists and tourist-centered neighborhoods,
like Waikiki and Kailua-Kona on the one hand and the resident population
on the other, occupations and social types having to do with tourism—the
beachboy, the bellboy, the waiter, the surfing bum, the summer coed, the
impact of tourism on the social atmosphere of the whole community, the
sociology of tipping, the impact of a visit to Hawaii on the social and political
—_the racial—outlook of the tourist, etc.; the modernization of peasants as a
world-wide process towards the understanding of which the researches in
Hawaii give clues as to what happens when peasants become mobile, uprooted,
and emancipated from their age-old traditions.

It is also important to recognize that certain kinds of research problems
carry little promise in Hawaii. As the medical researcher looks in vain for
tropical diseases in these islands of the torrid zone, so the field anthropologist
looks in vain for preliterate folk societies, or small folk communities in the
éarly stages of their reaction to contact with the modern world, or functioning
peasant villages. Both, however, have the opportunity of studying the
implementation of advanced public health programs among peoples still under
the influence of their many folk beliefs and magical practices regarding health
and illness, derived in the case of the Hawaiians from their pre-historic situation
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Qf b.emg without contagious disease, and brought over in the case of peasant
immigrants from areas of serious endemic and epidemic diseases.

In a negative way this absence of certain kinds of research possibilities
merely underlines what was pointed out earlier: first, Hawaii is an ideal
place for studying—in a readily deducible human context, with available or
ascertainable statistical data, and with ease of access to case studies—problems
of change, social frontiers, marginal men, social processes; second, since, in
the world, such problems are rapidly overtaking situations of stability and
structure, research on Hawaii naturally illuminates research on this dynamic
changing world.

After forty years of sociological research one is entitled to ask what is the
fruit of this research. The bibliography of books and articles is considerable,
as mimeographed Report No. 37 (1963) of the Romanzo Adams Social
Research Laboratory testifies. The present issue of Social Process is Volume 26
of an annual journal started in 1935 as Social Process in Hawaii, primarily as a
medium for the undergraduate sociology major, but through the years presenting
a variety of articles by professional sociologists, political scientists, psychologists,
economists, social workers, and joutnalists. But what does this work add up to?
Certainly not to a body of confirmed laws. The work has rather, as has been
repeatedly stated above, specific implications for the understanding of many
dynamic situations elsewhere. Fundamentally and briefly Hawasi, as studied
l?y the sociologist, seems to point to alternatives both in the analysis and
interpretation by research and in the practical handling of problem areas in
other parts of the world.

Iniroducing Articles on the Theme “Social Frontiers”

_ So the present issue of our journal is organized around the theme of social
frontiers and in some way or other all articles deal with a social situation in
which expectations and definitions are being challenged by confrontation with
other expectations and definitions and are changing, where misunderstandings
can occur, where new forms of behavior are being tried and people are getting
new conceptions of themselves and the world. Because this theme is applicable
both to Hawaii and the world it makes a meaningful transitional theme in our
attempt to broaden the geographical scope of Social Process. In this attempt
we ate also reflecting the rapid development of the University of Hawaii with
its new federally supported East-West Center into an international university.

We have a group of articles on marginal classes of individuals: adolescents,
graduate students, the aged, the physically handicapped.

Our article on aging research by Dr. Ethel Shanas, Research Associate
(Associate Professor), Department of Sociology and Committee on Human
Development, University of Chicago, reports not only on the mushrooming
of Fesearch in this area in the last two decades, but on a patticular research
project now being carried out in Denmark, Great Britain, and the United
States. The research is expected to improve social planning for the aged and
to study the changes in the life patterns experienced by the aged in Western
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urbanized societics. The rescarch among other things has put into perspective
the problem of social isolation of the aged. :

In all societies adolescence is a critical period in the lives of the members.
These are ages when they undergo significant social transitions. But in modern
society there are the additional problems of rapid social change and the giving
up by ever larger numbers of people of traditional ways for the fads, fashions,
and opinions of the mass society. At the same time the length of the period
of adolescence has been extended and a growing proportion are involved in a
process of continuing education. The vocational handicaps of those who drop
out become increasingly great as our society’s occupational structure shows a
continuing relative decline in unskilled jobs. In a society of rapid change and
great social mobility the gap between the generations becomes accentuated.
These problems of youth are thrown into bold relief in a polyethnic society
like Hawaii. Here youth is restive under the restraints and “handicaps” of
its varying ancestral heritages. Here, too, there is the problem among youths
of a high sex ratio, growing out of the presence of large numbers of military
personnel. Thus the contemporary youth of Hawaii are maturing at a time of
social upheaval and in a place of racial and cultural complexity. Ele Taira
Dulaney and Walt Dulaney, an interracial couple, who have taken work in
sociology at the University of Hawaii, have at least for the time being given
up their professional careers in nursing and boys” work, in order to deal with
the problems of youth through a newspaper column which they started, and
through talks and discussions before a variety of organizations in the community.
In their article they attempt to point to the more typical, more persistent
problems which have come their way.

At the tail end of the educational process comes graduate study. Elliott
Milstein and Anthony F. Chunn, graduate students, and Dr. Arthur A. Dole,
associate professor of psychology at the University of Hawaii, report on their
research into the influences which made for the decision to go to graduate

school, comparing foreign and American students at the University of Hawaii.

Finding fewer differences between foreign and American students than might
be expected, they raise some provocative questions about the questionnaire which
they administered to theit sample of students. To what extent did the use
of a foreign language to students studying in a foreign language affect the
findings? Were the responses affected because the researchers represented the
host country? There is involved here of course the central problem of all
research on social frontiers. Social research involves communication, but social
barriers involve an absence, or deficiency, in communication, Mote than in
most social research the social researcher on the frontier must therefore be
alert to how his research procedure, which adds a new flow of communication,
becomes a part of what it is he is trying to study and something which must
be censidered in evaluating the outcome.

Forced upon an unknown number of persons in our society is another kind
of marginality, having to do with the physical disabilities caused by disease,
accident, and birth injuries. As with the aged, the lives of many have been
spared by modern medicine but many lead a constricted, not very full life.
It has been aptly said about them as about the aged, that “when years have
been added to life, life has to be added to the years.” This, the reincorporation
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to the fullest extent possible, of handicapped persons into- family and community
life and into employment is the problem of rehabilitation. In Hawaii there
has been not only great interest in this field but also concrete demonstration-
tesearch bespeaking a systematic effort to make measurable progress. This work
is described in the article by Henry N. Thompson, M.A., assistant director of
the Rehabilitation Center of Hawaii. :

. Leaving the problem of the marginal person, we turn to transitions in
hzs?o:_v, when men have been able to discard established ways of handling
their recutring problems for new principles. These, too, are social frontiers,
temporally rather than spatially conceived. Next year is the hundredth
anniversary of the publication in France of Lz Cité Antigue by Fustel de
Coulanges. This classic developed the thesis that one such basic transition
occurred in the Greco-Roman ancient world when the rites which tied
individuals religiously and exclusively, first to clans and ancestors, and later
to the local deities of the city, were discarded in a series of revolutions,
whereby citizenship was opened to all, political systems were freed from religion,
fmd religion itself, through Christianily, was universalized and freed from direct
involvement with the clan or city and thus spiritualized. Using La Cizé Antique
as his point of departure, Professor Raoul Bertrand, formerly in the diplomatic
service of France and professor of political economy at the Paris Institute of
Political Science, now teaching French and German literatures at the University
of Hawali, gives us an essay proposing that man’s quest for security to which
he attributes the religion of the “ancient city,” is universal and therefore
noticeable in the contemporary world—in the ancestral cults of the Chinese,
Japanese, and Polynesians as in the seculatized saints of totalitarian regimes.
As. anctent man was freed by the overthrow of kinship-bound and locality-bound
religion, so now a new revolution, not yet fully appreciated, is occarring in
the world today, which frees and democratizes economic development,

The advanced projects program of the East-West Center at the University
of Hawaii has chosen as its major theme the great changes in the contemporaty
world so frequently referred to under the concept of “development.” Our
atticle deals with “Community Development as a Social Science Frontier.”
Andrew W. Lind, senior professor of sociology at the University of Hawaii,
uses his experience in conducting a seminar on community development to
discuss the emergence of this present focus of interest in various social sciences
out of such earlier approaches to the non-European world as missionary work,
colonial and industrial paternalism, and mass education, He points to the
often overlooked difficulties of breaking through hoary traditionalism in order
to arouse democratic processes, and of expectations and population rapidly
outstripping material development. Finally he emphasizes the interlocking
role of the social sciences in community development.

In “"Hawaii’s Lands and the Changing Regime” Robert Horwitz discusses
some methodological aspects of his current research as it bears on one of the
central issues in the modernization and democratization of Hawaii, v/z., land
reform. The relationship of changing patterns of land ownership and utilization
must be studied empirically, and may be better understcod, Horwitz argues,
within the framework provided by classical political philosophy than through
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“the distorting medium of positivistic social science.” Dr. Horwitz is associate
professor of political science at Michigan State University.

Finally, we have a group of articles on the religious frontier. Dr. Fritz
Seifert represents the post-war generation of students in Germany, where he
studied at the Universities of Tubingen, Heidelberg, and Gottingen, and then,
the recipient of a Fulbright fellowship and a fellowship of the World Council
of Churches, came to America and obtained his doctorate at the Pacific School
of Religion and is now on the faculty of the University of Hawaii. Aware
of the social batriers which have been allowed to grow up between the
Protestant church of Germany and the working classes and students, he desctibes,
by virtue of his own past involvement, three church-sponsored approaches by
which communication across these barriers has been initiated.

Reporting on the Buddhist temple in frontier Hawaii are two undergraduates,
Charles Hasegawa and Hidefumi Akahoshi, and with their contributions we
continue our tradition of representing the undergraduate student. They report
on the way the work of the Shin sect of Buddhism has been modified by being
transplanted from Japan to Hawaii. Both writers are sons of Shin ministers and
are themsclves heading for the ministry. The problem of transplanting
Buddhism to Hawaii is not that of the foreign mission, but rather that of
churches following their emigrants to a foreign land and attempting there
to maintain themselves as-colonial churches, in competition with other churches
and with loss of the ancestral tongue. It is the problem of the Scandinavian
and German Lutheran churches in America and of the German Lutheran church
in Argentina and Chile. On the religious frontier of Hawaii we see Buddhist
churches in taking on institutional forms from their Christian competitor
institutions, sometimes attaining a vitality which they do not have in Japan.
But we also get the impression of an uphill struggle, of the inevitable attrition
of membership in a society which is “nominally” Christian.

How this attrition takes place is reported, in this case from the point of
view of a Christian minister, The Reverend Morimasa Kaneshiro, of St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church, on the basis of interviews with parents of Japanese Buddhist
heritage who are allowing, even encouraging their children to attend Sunday
school, while they themselves remain aloof.

Dr. Yukiko Kimura's paper continues her work on war brides, bringing in
the religious factor as an element in their marital adjustment. In it we sce
that the weaker institutional hold of Buddhism in Japan seems to make for
fewer marital problems with spouses of other religious, cultural, and racial
backgrounds than occur when both spouses are of Christian background but do
not belong to the same church. All 324 of Dr. Kimura's couples represent
a social frontier in being cross-national and, generally speaking, interracial
marriages, Buropean or Japanese brides married to men from Hawaii of
Japanese or non-Japanese ancestry. The author is on the professional research
staff of the Romanzo Adams Social Research Laboratory.
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